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Lee M. Thomas, Administrator

9,8, Environtnentdl Protection Agency
401 K Street, 8,W,
Washington, D.C. 20400

P.u

	

Protsvtioo for informants from EPA employees
and their agents.

Dear Mr. Thomas'

On april 3th l a salaried management employs. of Worth
Pole Refinery (NPR) is Alaska, filed with the Secretary of
Labor for 'Employs. protection' under the RCRA and TSCA
statutes. She *lea requested protection from further
harassment by the EPA agents in Fairbanks (Alaska Department
of environmental Conservation - AMC).

I. am attaching a tslsfax copy of her letter to Secretary
William Brock for your iaforratian. Several persona connect-
ed to the refinery brought to my attention this duapinq
operation but they were adamant that I report directly to EPA
in Washington became their evidence implicated the FPA/DBC

Office in Peirbariks. After personally flying to Fairbanks to
evaluate their evidence l returned here and reported the
details to your officials, as i was shunted from one to the
other' Fred steels Mika Walker, Bruce Bellows, Dick Emory,
Jim Moors, John $aMmel, Jim Prang and Dixon McCleary.

?lease be advised that the resultant 'surprise' Rpxa Ia-
epection as performed by the local EPA/DEC personnel Was as
phoney as a "three dollar bill' according to the witnesses at
the site. I want you to know that this has been devastating
for those who risked so much to protect the environment by
reporting the disposal activity through me to your Agency.
They now perceive themselves to have been left 'dangling in
the wind' by the highest echelons of your organisation.

Recently, on-sits evidence was disposed of with the
'assistance and blessings' of EPA Anchorage effioials, such
to the dismay of the witnesses of the 'honey RCRA
inspection'. lad our informants not taken the precautions to
safeguard their owa evidence it would have come down to their
word versus the combined contrivance. of Management/EPA/ADBC.

I don't think the answer to this problem calls for
additional language in the Statutes for ''Whi.tle-Elcwers'
protection from 3P14/DSC personnel. I expect that you have
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mechanism within your Agency to promptly inveetigete and
correct such deficiencies before nn accident' befalls an
inriovent party in this case and corrective measures taken
to prevent future ocourancss. A significant number of
persons cams forward in this matter, Hr. Thomas, because they
knew the activity to be illegal, notwithstanding the apparent
participation of the local EPA/Dan office. None of tk.m
would agree to trust 'IPA or ADEC personnel in Alaska. They
enlisted my help thousands of miles away from the nearest
E2A/ADLC Office. Thet i s a 'hell of a note' and I appreciate
that you will went to learn why.

I AM available to meet immediately with whoever you
designate to resolve this matter.

CCI Dennis nelso, Cvmmiaaiorisr
Alaska Department of

Environmental Conservation
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